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Advanced Clinician / Medical Scientist Programm (ACSP/AMSP)

Assistance when searching for a Mentor
The following suggestions may be helpful concerning the search for a mentor.
Prepare yourself for your first conversation with a prospective mentor:

= Does this mentor suit you personally? Can you imagine arguing professional issues with
him or her?

= To what extent are the mentor’s career path, research focus, and professional
experience congruent with your own career plan and scientific orientation? What
consequences or implications could a deviation in any of these areas for their counsel
and support have in your mind?

= Try to formulate your expectation for your mentor as precisely as possible.

Suggestions for the initial conversation with a potential mentor:

= Does the mentor have previous experience mentoring?

= What expectations does the prospective mentor have for a mentee-mentor
interaction?

= To what extent is the mentor willing to commit to the mentoring in terms of time and
content as well as share their own experiences? To what extent would the mentor be
available to you, possibly even with short notice?

= How extensive is the mentor’s experience in the university as well as non-university
research landscape (possibly also in the private sector)?

= Are the organizational requirements (financial, spatial, time) in place to be able to hold
the meetings called for in the program?

= To what extent do your expectations for the mentee-mentor interaction overlap with
your mentor’s?
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